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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

R E G U L A R  H O U R S :
Monday: 9:30am to 5:00pm

Tuesday: 9:30am to 8:30pm

Wednesday: 9:30am to 8:30pm

Thursday: 9:30am to 8:30pm

Friday: 9:30am to 5:00pm

Saturday: 9:30am to 5:00pm

February 2026

Closed:
Monday, Feb. 16th 
in observance of
President’s  Day



FEBRUARY BOOKSTORE
SPECIAL

Are you looking for music on CD?
Stop into the Friends Bookstore

during February for our CD Sale!

4 CD’s for $1.00!!

(Frequent buyer cards do not
apply)

It is still possible to be listed on the “Donor Plaque” for a
donation of $1,000 (or more) and we still have several rooms
that can be named. Please contact Frank Ridley at
frankridley54@gmail.com if you are interested in these
opportunities. In addition, donations in any amount can be
made to the Library through the Friends by either visiting our
website or by sending your donation (payable to the Friends)
to the Library. Your donations make programming possible at
the Library! Also, as you make your estate planning please
consider remembering us. We are able to answer any
questions you may have.
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How to Donate: Bookstore Hours:

Monday: 10am to 4pm
Tuesday: 10am to 4pm 

Wednesday: 10am to 4pm
Thursday: 10am to 4pm

Friday: 10am to 4pm
Saturday: 10am to 4pm

Making Possibilities Happen

We have volunteer opportunities available Saturday from 10
am to 1pm and 1pm to 4pm in our Book Store. If you wish to join
our expanding staff of fabulous volunteers please contact
Alexis Burgess at rrburgess16@gmail.com  We also have space
available for people who wish to become a substitute.

The Friends of the Library
NEWS

We wish to thank those who have made a donation to Library
programming, our Literary Libations event or the Holocaust
Fund since our last update:

Nydia Dominguez        Alexis & Russ Burgess          Mario Cavallo
Susan Chappo                Jerry & Joan Dion                Blair Goodlin
Terri Trenholm                  Fred & Risa Zierler                 John Istvan
Richard Towne                  Jim Lamoureux           Hollis M. Redding
Irene Masse              Michael & Shelley Barker           Jean K. Ryan
Lorraine Koncki        The Meriden Foundation        Karen A. Lesiak
Sheryl Clay                Marcia & Carmine Trotta      Margot Conroy
Jocelyn Linnekin         Ann & Tom Biernacki           Mariella Racco        
Carol Busa                Vicki & Del Cummings          Martha Walczak
Brittany Hause         Kiwanis Club of Meriden          Kerry Johnson 
Kohl’s Cares on behalf of Becky Starr                Christine Czapiga 

Volunteers Needed!

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF
Virginia “Ginger” Alwang

Susan A. Chappo       Joan Edgerly
Susan Jenkin          Suzanne Moyer
Jamie LaRosa              Janice Egan

Stephen & Ann Adamczyk
Joan & Jonathan Magruder



ADULTS | Featured February Program
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February  Event Spotlight

Discover the history of blues music in America from its origins in the African American tradition
of the deep south to the present. The roots of rock and roll, jazz and even hip hop can be traced

to this important form. "Ramblin' Dan" Stevens will also perform using his homemade, three
stringed "Cigar Box Guitar" and one stringed "Diddley Bow", both primitive instruments used by

early bluesmen and played with a "bottleneck" slide.

Presenter "Ramblin" Dan Stevens is a veteran touring bluesman and teacher who has
entertained audiences throughout the US, Germany, UK, Canada and Virgin Islands. As a finalist

in the International Blues Challenge on Beale St. in Memphis TN and protege of the legendary
folk/blues icon, Dave Van Ronk, Dan has been lauded for his ability as a raconteur and for the
authenticity of his approach gained by many years on the road as a traveling blues musician.

More info: www.danstevens.net

Saturday, February 7th at 2pm
Meeting Rooms 1+2+3

History of the Blues 101

Meriden Health
Department

The Meriden Public Library’s programs and services are
generously funded by the following organizations:

http://www.danstevens.net/


Practice English Conversation

Join us to practice speaking English in a fun
and comfortable environment! *Some
knowledge of English is recommended.*

¡Únete a nosotros para practicar inglés en un
ambiente divertido y cómodo! *Se
recomienda algún conocimiento de inglés.*

Thursday, February 12th at 3pm
Location: Meeting Room 5
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Adult Monthly Craft Night - 
Impressionist Koi Fish Finger Painting

Join us as we paint an impressionist koi fish
using only a few colors and your fingers!
All supplies are provided.

*Please note earlier start time of 6pm.*

Thursday, February 5th at 6pm
Location: Meeting Room 6

What's Next? Book Club

February Book: The Spy Coast by Tess
Gerritsen

Wednesday, February 11th at 6:30pm 
Location: Meeting Room 5

ADULTS | February Programs
Classics Clique Discussion

In this meeting, we will be discussing Ch. 1-58 of
The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas
(1846) as well as the first part of the 2024 movie
adaptation.

Monday, February 2nd at 3pm 
Location: Meeting Room 5

Tech Topics: 
Tech Phrases You Need to Know

In this session, you will learn some basic and
necessary tech terms for everyday people.
At the end of this session, you will better
understand common tech terms that can make
navigating the digital world easier!

 
Monday, February 9th at 3pm
Location: Meeting Room 5

The Amistad Story: 
Connecticut’s Role in the Fight for
Freedom

This engaging session takes participants on a
journey through the lives of the 53 Africans,
how their freedom was interrupted, and how
Connecticut played a major role in the
abolitionist movement.

Saturday, February 14  at 1pmth

Location: Meeting Rooms 1+2+3



Matinee Monday: Her (2013)

From the unique perspective of Oscar®-
nominated filmmaker Spike Jonze (Being John
Malkovich, Adaptation) comes an original love
story that explores the evolving nature -- and
the risks -- of intimacy in the modern world.
Breaking the paradigm once again,
writer/director Spike Jonze has created a
thought-provoking love story that reflects the
impact of ever-evolving technology on our
personal lives.

Monday, February 23rd at 1pm 
Location: Meeting Rooms 1+2+3

Basic One-on-One Computer Classes 
with Jane

Do you struggle with using computers – such as
with typing, operating a computer mouse, using
an application such as Microsoft Word, saving a
file, navigating a web browser to search online,
and/or creating an email account? Learn all
this and more in a relaxing atmosphere with a
one-on-one appointment with librarian Jane.
Individual 30-minute sessions will occur the
third Thursday evening of every month;
choose between a 5:30-6pm, 6:15-6:45pm, or
7-7:30pm time slot.
Please call Jane at 203-630-4748 to register.
Registration is required.

Thursday, February 19th 
Location: Meeting Room 5

Read Around the World Book Group

READ AROUND THE WORLD BOOK GROUP GOES TO
IRAQ!

This is a quarterly reading group featuring
global literary fiction. We travel through books,
getting a glimpse of different countries, cultures
and customs. 

Our February selection is The President's
Garden by Muhsin al-Ramli. 

Tuesday, February 17  at 6pmst

Location: Meeting Room 6
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ADULTS | February Programs

Classics Clique Movie

This club is for people who love classics, or
who just want to try reading more of them.
There will be a group book to read every
month, as well as a viewing of the movie
adaptation.
In this meeting, we will be watching part 2 of
the movie The Count of Monte Cristo (2024).

Tuesday, February 24th at 5:30pm 
Location: Meeting Rooms 1+2+3



Winter Reading Wrap-Up Party

Join us for the 2026 Adult Winter Reading
Wrap-up Party, where we will enjoy
refreshments, sip tea, play trivia, and
announce the lucky winners for the 2026
Winter Reading Challenge.

Saturday, March 7  at 1pmth

Location: Meeting Room 6

Booktok Book Club

Join us for BookTok Book Club where we
discuss books that have trended on social
media platforms including TikTok and
Instagram. Share thoughts on your latest
read or gather ideas for the next one!

February book: Twilight by Stephenie Myers

Call Visitor Services to see if copies are
available. Please note this book club often
reads recently published books. Sufficient
copies may not be available for all book
club participants.

Wednesday, February 25  at 6:30pmth

Location: Meeting Room 5

ADULTS | February Programs & Upcoming

6

Creating Videos with the TriCaster

Join us in the Digital Media Lab and learn to use
the TriCaster TC Mini Go! The TriCaster is a
video production system for utilizing multiple
cameras, audio inputs, images, and devices. It
is a perfect tool for live video, streaming, and
blending multiple sources.

Thursday, March 19  at 6pmth

Location: Digital Media Lab

Register for programs by
calling 203-630-4734 or sign up

on our website at
meridenlibrary.org!



February Virtual Author Talks

 Thurs. February 5th
7pm

Meet the Staff
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ADULTS | Virtual Talks & Meet the Staff

Swashbuckling Heroines
and High Seas Adventures

with Novelist Vanessa Riley

Smithson’s Gamble: The
Incredible History Behind the
World’s Largest Museum with
Smithsonian Curator Emeritus

Tom Crouch
 Tues, February 24th

2pm

Mojos, Mermaids, Medicine,
and 400 Years of Black

Women’s Magic with Dr.
Lindsey Stewart

 Thurs. February 12th
2pm

Dave is a Digital Media Lab Per Diem Librarian and has worked at
Meriden Public Library since October of 2025.
If he couldn’t work in a library, he would work as a musician in an
Antarctica research station performing music to keep the scientists
from getting bored.
His favorite food is Chile Relleno!!
If he could meet one famous person, it would be John Coltrane. 
He possessed such a powerful combination of expressivity, avant-
garde conception, and virtuosic instrumental ability, that it would be
wonderful to briefly speak.
A fun fact is that Dave wrote a lot of music about the Greenland Shark.
If he could travel anywhere in the world, it would be Auyuittuq National
Park in Baffin Island.
His favorite author is Ursula K. Le Guin (with a special love for both The
Dispossessed and The Left Hand of Darkness).
Famous birthday twins: James Brown (May 3)!!

https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328
https://libraryc.org/meridenlibrary/76328


Creating Beats in Ableton Live Making Appointments

ADULTS | Digital Media Lab & Special Event
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Join us in the Digital Media Lab as we learn to
create beats in Ableton Live! 

In this program, we will learn to program drum
patterns, bass grooves, and keyboard parts
using Ableton Live.

Thursday, February 12 at 6pm
Location: Digital Media Lab

The Digital Media Lab is now accepting
appointments. 

In the new year, we will be hosting small
workshops to learn how to record your own
podcast, create music, edit videos, and more!

You don’t have to wait for a class to explore
the Digital Media Lab. Lab use is by
appointment only, during which you can
explore our software and practice your skills!
Visit www.meridenlibrary.org/digital-media-
lab to learn more.



Family Craft Night
Once a month on Thursdays
From 6pm to 7pm
February 26th
All Ages | Registration Requested

We are taking over the Tomie dePaola
Children’s Library with our craft nights! Each
month is a different theme. Several stations
will be available as well as fun music. All
families are welcome. Some crafts may need
parental assistance. February’s theme is
Fairytales!

Location: Children’s Library

Messy Makers
Once a month on Tuesday 
From 10:30am to 11:15am
February 10th
Ages 2-5 | Registration Required

Come get messy with us! Each month we will
try a new art technique! We'll provide aprons,
but please come in clothes you don’t mind
getting messy! This month we are Marble
Painting!

Location: Children’s Project Room

Tween Art Club
Once a month on Thursday
From 5pm to 5:45pm
February 19th
Ages 8-11 | Registration Required

Join us each month to learning new
techniques with Mx. Paige and Miss Holly.
This month we will be experimenting with
creating with pastels.

Location: Community Room 1

Hydroponic How To
Once a month on Saturday
From 2pm to 2:30pm
February 14th
All Ages | Registration Requested

Have you seen our hydroponic garden, Sprout?
Do you have questions on how hydroponics
work? Stop by to ask Miss Holly questions and
learn about our hydroponic garden.

Location: Hallway Hydroponic Garden

Tinker Time
Wednesdays at 6pm
February 4th-February 11th
Ages 5-11 | Registration Required

Come try your hand at a different hands-on
building challenge each week with Miss
Melissa. Sometimes we'll be hi-tech,
sometimes lo-tech, but it will always be a fun
time filled with exploration and creativity. 

Location: Children’s Project Room

CHILDREN | February Programs
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Nutmeg Newts Book Club
4th Tuesday of every month 
From 6pm to 6:45pm
February 24th
Ages 8-12 | Registration Required

Our monthly book club is back! Join the
Nutmeg Newts book club for fun reads. This
book club is for children with a 4th through 6th
grade reading level. Read the book on your
own and then join us at the library for a fun
discussion and related activity. Stop by the
children's department to borrow a copy of this
month's pick Grounded by Aisha Saeed. 

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

MONTHLY MEET-UPS



Sensory Playtime
1st & 3rd Tuesday of every month 
From 5pm to 6:30pm
February 3  & February 17thrd

Ages 0-11 | Registration Required

Join us for a sensory-friendly playtime where
children and caregivers can interact with
several stations of fun activities while
socializing. Proudly partnered with Social
Sabby.

Location: Children’s Storytime Room
 & Room 6

Giggle & Groove 
Music & Movement Class
From 10:30am to 11am
Monday, February 2nd
Ages 0-5 | Registration Required

Calling all little mover and shakers! Sing, dance,
and play in a joyful way. Stay after class is over
to enjoy Busy Bees Playtime.

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Wiggle Worms 
Wednesdays at 10:30am
February 4th-February 11th
Ages 0-3 | Registration Required

Join Miss Holly for special storytimes filled with
songs, puppets, dancing, and more. Stay after
storytime is over for Busy Bees Playtime.

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Pajama Jams
Tuesday, February 10th
From 6pm to 6:30pm
Ages 0-5 | Registration Required

Learn beginner American Sign Language at this
revolving storytime. Miss Holly will teach basic
signs throughout our story and songs. Stay
after for Busy Bees Playtime.  

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Rockin’ Readers
Select Fridays from 10:30am to 11am
February 13th
Ages 1-5 | Registration Required

Join Miss Lydia for a storytime for little
musicians! Put on your dancing shoes and join
us for songs, dancing, instruments, and stories!

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Little Adventurer’s Storytime: Hearts
From 10:30am to 11am
Monday, February 9th
Ages 0-5 | Registration Required

Join Miss Holly for a storytime adventure! This
session we will be exploring books, music, and
more revolving around hearts. Stay after for
Busy Bees Playtime.  

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

CHILDREN | February Programs
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 STORYTIMES & PLAYGROUPS
Maripositas Y Amigos 
Bilingual Playgroup
On Select Fridays
From 10:30am to 11:30am
February 6th
Ages 0-5 | Registration Required

Join us for our bilingual playgroup! Children
and caregivers get together to participate in
activities designed to teach early literacy skills.
We look forward to learning with you!

Location: Children’s Storytime Room



Sensory Family Flick: Bad Guys 2
Thursday, February 5th
From 6pm to 7:30pm
All Ages | Registration Requested

Come as you are to our sensory friendly
showing of The Bad Guys 2 (PG). We will lower
the sound, have the subtitles on, and keep the
lights on. Fidget toys will be available and
everyone is welcome to walk, dance, and sing.
Registration is required to best accommodate
sensory requests. 

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Playful Engineers: Chain Reactions
Saturday, February 7  at 10am & 11amth

From 6:30pm to 7:30pm
Ages 4-12 | Registration Required

Join us at the Library for Take Your Child to
the Library Day! Build your own spectacular
chain reactions at this traveling makerspace
brought to you by Playful Engineers. First you'll
see a demonstration- then you get to create
your own! 

There will be two sessions of this program-
one at 10AM and one at 11AM. Patrons may be
limited to one session depending on program
demand. 

Location: Community Room 1+2+3

February events
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CHILDREN | February Programs

Polar Bear Process Art
Tuesday, February 3rd
From 10:30am to 11am
Ages 2-5 | Registration Required

We're pulling out our paints and water bins for
this fun polar bear process art! Come dressed
for a mess and ready to create this chilly polar
bear scene.

Location: Children’s Project Room

Mini Vintage Frame Craft
Thursday, February 12th
From 6pm to 7pm
Ages 6-11| Registration Required

Craft a masterpiece at this fun event! Choose
your frame, paper art, and paint to create a
one-of-a-kind magnet. Children will mod
podge a tiny art piece into a polymer clay
frame and then paint the frame.

Location: Children’s Project Room

Storybook Ballet with Movements 
Dance Academy
Thursday, February 5th & February 12th
February 4th-February 11th
Ages 2-5 | Registration Required

Join us for a magical dance class where little
ones bring their favorite fairytales to life
through movement, music, and imagination.
Wear clothes you can move in. 

Location: Children’s Storytime Room

Black History Month Family Activity Kits
from The Connecticut Museum of Culture 
and History
Available this month while supplies last
All Ages | Registration Required

Here in CT, we have many different Black
communities that celebrate their culture- and
they all do it differently! Learn about black
communities from Puerto Rico, Jamaica,
Georgia and more, that all bring their traditions
to our state. Then, make your own costumes,
recipes, and music that represent you and your
community. Reserve your kit today!

Location: Children’s “Ask Me!” Desk



Fork Painted Monsters
Tuesday, February 17th
From 10:30am to 11am 
Ages 2-5 | Registration Required

Will your monster be cute or scary? Come to
the library to make a fork-printed monster
using paint, plastic forks, googly eyes, and
markers. Dress for a mess. 

Location: Children’s Project Room

More February events
Art with Kristin
Wednesday, February 18th
From 6:30pm to 7:30pm
Ages 8-12 | Registration Required

Join Mrs. Cafferty for step by step instruction
to creating your own masterpiece! This
session is for children between the ages of 8-
12. This program is proudly sponsored by The
Meriden Foundation.

Location: Children’s Project Room
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CHILDREN | February Programs

DIY Mini Looms Weaving Craft
Thursday, February 19th
From 6:30pm-7:30pm
Ages 8-11 | Registration Required

Make a mini loom craft that is sure to weave
its way into your heart! Create a mini loom
piece using string, yarn, and ribbon while
learning basic weaving. 

Location: Children’s Project Room

Pint-Sized Scientists
Friday, February 20th
From 10:30am to 11am
Ages 2-5 | Registration Required

Join Miss Holly for some science fun! Each
program will be hands-on, messy activities
focused on different scientific topics. This
month we are making cork boats. This
program is best suited for children ages 2-5
with siblings welcome.

Location: Children’s Project Room

Art with Kristin
Wednesday, February 18th
From 5pm to 6pm
Ages 5-8 | Registration Required

Join Mrs. Cafferty for step by step instruction
to creating your own masterpiece! This
session is for children between the ages of 5-
8. The program is proudly sponsored by The
Meriden Foundation.

Location: Children’s Project Room

Stuffed Animal Sleepover Storytime
Stuffed Animal Drop-Off
Thursday, February 12  th

From 9:30 to 8pm
Friday, February 13th

From 9:30am to 4:30pm

Stuffed Animal Storytime
Saturday, February 14  th

From 10:30am to 11:30am
Ages 4-6 | Registration Required

Your stuffed animal besties had a Valentine’s
party at the library last night! Come to see
what they’ve been up to and enjoy a fun
storytime and activity. This program is best
suited for children ages 2-7 with siblings
welcome. Drop-off your stuffed animal bestie
the Thursday or Friday before the storytime.

Location: Children’s Storytime Room



Rainbow Roundtable 
Wednesday, February 4th at 6pm

The Rainbow Roundtable is a LGBTQIA+ oriented club where we talk about what we are reading,
watching, and listening to that's LGBTQIA+ related.  This month we will be making a craft.

Location: Teen Room

Teen Advisory Board
Wednesday, February 4th at 5pm

Join the bi-monthly Teen Advisory Board meeting to make sure your voice is heard! Share
your ideas and opinions on how to improve your section of the library.

Location: Teen Room

Mini Paper Rose Bouquet
Wednesday, February 11th at 3:30pm

Did you forget it’s Valentine’s Day this weekend? Oh no! Head to the teen room to make a
super cute paper rose bouquet that is sure to woo your crush or keep your relationship

relationshipping.
Location: Teen Room

TEENS | February Programs
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Life 101: Taxes
Monday, February 9th at 3:30pm

We learned what taxes were in September and this month we will be doing a refresher in
addition to learning how to file your taxes. 

Location: Teen Room

DIY Pencil Holder
Tuesday, February 10th at 3pm

Head on in to the teen room to create a pencil holder using jars, clay, yarn and more! Keep
your desk uncluttered with your beautiful creation.

Location: Teen Room



New Music Mondays
Monday, February 23rd at 3:30pm

Come listen to January’s recently released music or
music that is new to you. Teens are welcome to give
suggestions but they must be library appropriate.
Location: Teen Room

DON’T FORGET TO
DISCOVER YOUR STORY

Reading Rewards for Teens
Remember to log your reading to redeem cute

prizes in the teen room. 

Manga Club
Tuesday, February 17th at 3:30pm

Do you love manga? Join the manga club to talk
about your favorite manga, watch anime, and
meet like-minded folks. Attendees will get to
check out any new manga additions before
anyone else!
Location: Teen Room

Girls Inc Teen Circle
Wednesday, February 18th at  5pm

Pull up a chair for this month’s teen circle with Girls
Inc. Youth grades 7-12 are invited to come talk
about speaking up for what matters, managing
money, and building valuable life skills.
Location: Teen Room

Crafty Critters: Stress Balls
Thursday, February 12th at  5pm

Y’all are stressed which stresses me out. So come
to the teen room to make a stress ball during this
month’s crafty critters.
Location: Teen Room

Yarn Darlings
Wednesday, February 18th at 4pm

Make knit happen! And crochet too! Stop by to
learn basic crochet and knitting skills. It doesn’t
matter if you are a lefty or a righty - we can help
you.
Location: Teen Room

Palentine’s Day
Friday, February 13th at 2:30pm

What’s Palentine’s Day? Oh, it’s only the best day of
the year. Celebrate your friendships with cookies,
friendship bracelets and cards. 
Location: Teen Room

TEENS | February Programs
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Future Day
Wednesday, February 25th at 5:30pm

What does the future look like? Let’s imagine it during
this themed day with a craft and movie. 
Location: Teen Room

Yap & Snack
Friday, February 27th at 3:30pm

Let your frustrations out over snacks so you can start
your weekend fresh!
Location: Teen Room

Teen Art Club: Paper Portraits
Thursday, February 19th at  3:30pm

We’ve all seen the trend so let’s make our own!
Craft a self-portrait out of construction paper,
magazines and weeded books. 
Location: Teen Room

Monthly Movie: Good Boy
Saturday, February 28th at 1pm

This month we will be watching ‘Good Boy’ a
supernatural horror about a dog who sees everything
that goes bump in the night. 
Location: Teen Room
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Sponsored by: 

Wine, craft beer, & spirits tasting
Non-Alcoholic drinks & mocktails
Refreshments
Live Music by Inner Groove
Raffles

The Friends of The Meriden Public Library Presents

Friday, March 20, 2026
6pm to 9pm
at the Meriden Public Library

Tickets for sale online or at the 
Friends Bookstore on 
December 1, 2025
105 Miller Street 
Meriden, CT 06450

$30 per person
Tickets will not be sold at the door
Must be 21 or older to attend
Snow date: March 27, 2026

Scan here to buy 
tickets online

LITERARY LIBATIONS
Sipping for a Cause




